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Editorial
International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD)

“Let us work together for the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities in an inclusive and 
sustainable world that embraces humanity in all its diversity.”

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
Since 1992, the United Nations International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) has been celebrated annually 
on 3 December around the world.
The theme for this year’s International Day is “Achieving 17 Goals for the Future We Want”. This theme notes the 
recent adoption of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the role of these goals in building a more 
inclusive and equitable world for persons with disabilities.
This year’s objectives include assessing the current status of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD) and SDGs and laying the foundation for a future of greater inclusion for persons with disabilities.
The observance of the 2016 IDPD coincides with the 10-year anniversary of the adoption of the CRPD – one of the 
most quickly and widely ratified international treaties put forth by the United Nations to date.
History of the International Day of Disabled Persons
The year 1981 was announced as the “International Year of Disabled Persons” by the United Nations General 
Assembly in the year 1976. It was planned to emphasize the rehabilitation, prevention, promotion and equalization 
of opportunities for the persons with disabilities at the international, regional and national levels.
The theme decided for the celebration of international year of disabled persons was “full participation and equality”, 
to aware the people about the rights of disabled persons for their equal development in the societies, to emphasize 
the well being living for them as equal to normal citizens, and to improve their socio-economic condition.
The years from 1983-1992 was declared as the “United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons” by the United 
Nations General Assembly in order to offer the time frame to the Governments and other organizations so that they 
could properly implement all the recommended activities.
Why it is Necessary to Celebrate the International Day of Disabled Persons
Most of the people even do not known that how many people are disabled in the society around their houses. They 
are getting their equal rights like normal people in the society or not. They need some assistance by the normal 
people to rise in the life, to get dignity and life of well being. But, generally the people in the society never know 
all the needs of them. According to the record, it is found that approximately 15% of the total population of the 
world is disabled people.
So, it is very necessary to celebrate this event to get people aware about the real condition of the people with 
disabilities. People with the disabilities come under “the world’s largest minority” and faces a lot of obstructions 
in all the aspects of life because of the lack of proper resources and rights for them.
The annual observance of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 3 December, aims to promote an 
understanding of disability issues and mobilize support for the dignity, rights and well-being of persons with 
disabilities. It also seeks to increase awareness of gains to be derived from the integration of persons with disabilities 
in every aspect of political, social, economic and cultural life. The theme of the Day is based on the goal of full and 
equal enjoyment of human rights and participation in society by persons with disabilities, established by the World 
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons, adopted by General Assembly in 1982. The official title of the 
Day was changed from International Day of Disabled Persons to International Day of Persons with Disabilities by 
General Assembly resolution 62/127 on 18 December 2007. The day may be successfully observed by involving 
all interested communities and students concerning with Persons with Disabilities, organize public discussions and 
campaigns, celebrate the contributions of Persons with Disabilities to the society and taking practical actions in 
future to implement international norms.
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